
REFORMATION TOUR TO SWITZERLAND

MONDAY 13TH – FRIDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2014

A great opportunity to visit major Reformation sites 

in Geneva and western Switzerland

Locations associated with

Calvin – Beza – Knox – Farel – Viret



Proposed itinerary

Monday 13th October

Participants will travel to Geneva. Travel arrangements and arrival times at Geneva airport will vary, depending on your personal  
plans. 

There are excellent public transport connections from the airport. You travel by train to the city centre and then take a bus (or walk)  
to our hotel – Hotel Ibis Genève Centre Nations – which is just over half a mile from the station. 

Depending on your arrival time, the rest of the day is free for you to explore Geneva at your leisure.

Tuesday 14th October

We will spend the day in the Old City of Geneva, visiting the following venues. Entrance is free to all locations except the Museum of  
the Reformation.

St Peter’s Cathedral (La cathédrale Saint-Pierre de Genève) 

Construction of this church began in the 12th century. 

Calvin arrived in Geneva in 1536, intending to stay one night en route for Strasbourg. The French  
reformer,  Guillaume  (William)  Farel,  entreated  Calvin  to  remain  and  help  with  the  work  of 
preaching the Gospel. Due to rising tensions with the City Council, Farel and Calvin were expelled  
from Geneva in 1538: Farel went to Neuchâtel and Calvin to Strasbourg. However, in 1541 Calvin 
was recalled to Geneva where he ministered in the cathedral till his death in 1564. Beza succeded 
Calvin as minister in Geneva.

Much has changed in the cathedral since the Reformation, but Calvin’s chair remains on display.

Calvin Auditorium (Auditoire de Calvin) 

The period  of  persecution under  Mary  Tudor  (the Roman Catholic  Mary  I  of  England and her  
husband, Philip of Spain) led to many Scots and English exiles fleeing to exile on the continent. 

John Knox was the leader of the English-speaking church in Geneva, which met in the Auditoire de 
Calvin,  next  to  the  catheral.  The  congregation  consisted  of  140  households,  some  2%  of  the 
population of the city. This was the first English congregation to wholly adopt the presbyterian form 
of church government, with its associated discipline and worship. Knox ministered there from 1556 
until his final return to Scotland in 1559.

The church was also the scene of production of the Geneva Bible, which became the Protestant  
Bible until the Authorised Version was printed in 1611.

International Museum of the Reformation (Le Musée international de la Réforme)

This museum is located adjacent to the cathedral. It contains a fascinating collection of items and displays relating to the different 
phases of the Reformation and the subsequent history of the Reformed churches down to the present. 

There  is  an  audio  guide  in  English.  Note  that  the  departures  from  Reformed  doctrine,  worship  and  practice  are  presented  
uncritically. Entrance fee (group rate): 10 Swiss francs (approximately £6.70) per person.

Madeleine Church (Le temple de la Madeleine)

A church has existed on this site since the 12th century.  At the time of the Reformation it  was 
converted for use as a Protestant place of worship. Ornaments were stripped from the interior and 
pews were arranged around a centrally located pulpit.

Calvin declared that he preferred preaching in La Madeleine to preaching in the cathedral.



Town hall (Hôtel de Ville)

Construction of the town hall began in the mediaeval period. 

This was where the “Council of Two Hundred” met – the 200 members effectively ruled the city. In  
1535 the Council suspended celebration of the mass in the city, and this marked the introduction of  
the Reformation. 

Relations between the Reformers and the Council became strained as worldly men adopted laws 
and approved of practices which compromised the Reformed stance. 

The buildings remain an administrative centre, and so access is limited. We can visit the central 
courtyard and the adjacent armoury. A curious feature of the building is the covered ramp (shown 
on the photo) which allowed visitors to access the upper floors by horseback or in sedan chairs.

Les Rues Basses

The Rues Basses (literally: Low Streets – i.e., near the level of the 
lake) were the commercial centre of Geneva. 

The Gospel was first proclaimed in Geneva by Antoine Froment on 
1st January  1533.  This took place in the market area of Place du 
Molard  (left).  The  city  churches  all  became  Protestant  in  1535. 
Nearly two centuries elapsed before a new Protestant church had to 
be erected – Fusterie church (Temple de la Fusterie), erected near 
Place du Molard in 1713 (right).

Calvin College (Collège Calvin)

When the Reformation began in Geneva, the citizens wished to erect a school where their children  
could  be  educated.  The  Collège  de  Genève  (now  known  as  Collège  Calvin)  was  opened  as  a 
grammar school in 1559. 

As the college remains an educational building to the present, we can only see it from the public 
street. It is currently undergoing renovation work, which may limit our view of the 16 th cenutry 
buildings.

Reformation wall (Le monument international de la Réformation)

The wall is located in the grounds of the University of Geneva, founded by Calvin. It honours many  
of the main personalities, events and documents of the Reformation. The wall was erected in 1909  
to mark the 500th anniversary of Calvin’s birth.

The central part of the wall consists of massive statues of (L-R) Farel, Calvin, Beza and Knox.

Calvin’s grave

The exact location of the grave in the Cimitière des Rois (Cemetery of the Kings) is unknown. In the 19 th century a stone and low 
fence was raised on the spot traditionally believed to be Calvin’s grave.
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This trip is under the auspices of the Scottish Reformation Society
Tour leader – Dr Robert Dickie, Stornoway

Costs

Hotel single/twin/double room rate (B&B rate) for four nights – total £570 per room
Rail fares (Wed and Thu) – total approximately £80
Museum entrance fee – approximately £6.70
The costs of meals during the day and evening are not included in the tour price

The hotel offers triple rooms for adults with one child – prices vary depending on the age of the child. Details are available on  
request. 

Travel costs from the UK 

The cost of travel from UK will depend on your personal choice and you will be responsible for booking flights once your place on  
the trip is confirmed – please do not make travel reservations until you get this confirmation.
For illustrative purposes, return air fares to Geneva start from: 
Edinburgh £98 (EasyJet)
Glasgow £170 (KLM)
London Luton £77 (EasyJet)
London Gatwick £78 (EasyJet)
Stornoway £208 (Flybe ADS to Edinburgh, then EasyJet)

For queries, or to register for the trip, contact Dr Robert Dickie – email:  robertdickie@doctors.org.uk 
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