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The following account is taken from an 

old manuscript which was published in 

the Banffshire Journal in September 1861. 

It is believed to have been written by the 

family chaplain of the Earl of Seafield. 

One of the foremost noble families in the 

North East of Scotland, even today the 

Seafields own extensive estates in the 

counties of Banff and Moray.

anna, late countess of Seafield, the eldest 

daughter of Sir William Dunbar of Durn 

[near Portsoy, Banffshire], son of the Laird 

of Grangehill, and of Janet Brodie, his 

wife, grandchild of the Laird of Brodie [an 

eminent covenanter], was born in the year 

of God 1672, and bred up virtuously and 

particularly by her grandmother, on the 

mother’s side, who took care to instil into 

her grandchild a sense of piety and devotion 

from very infancy. There appeared in her, 

from her childhood, a sweetness of temper 

and disposition which made her agreeable 

to all that saw her, and which was always 

observable in her to the last.  

ChIldhOOd

When she was a young girl with her 

parents, her mother would have had her 

learn housewifery, but her inclination led her 

rather to read; and therefore, she stayed 

most in her closet and gave herself much 

to reading. She still avoided the company 

of the servants, having an abhorrence 

of the profane and filthy talk and ribaldry 

with which they are ready to defile one and 

others’ ears, and pollute their hearts.

 

Her parents knowing how ready people 

are to corrupt one another, and that one 

of the best means to keep them from evil 

is to preserve them from the occasions of 

it, chose not to send their daughter to the 

city to the woman school, according to the 

ordinary custom, there to be trained up to 

the things which became those of her quality 

to learn, but to keep a virtuous woman with 

her in their house, to attend and instruct her 

in such things as were fit for her to learn. 

She began very early to read good books, 

and took delight to hear them read to her; 

and when a portion of some of them had 

been read, she would take the book and 

retire to her closet, and some one following 

to observe her, would perceive her on her 

knees in prayer to God.

When she was about eight years of age, 

when she was one day reading the Holy 

Scriptures, she happened to read these 

words in Psalm 9:17 “The wicked shall be 

turned into hell, and all the nations that 

forget God.” Upon which, reflecting upon 

her own sinfulness, she was struck with 

Memorials of Anna, 1st 
Countess of Seafield

(1672-1708) 
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great terror, looking upon herself as one of 

these wretched creatures against whom 

this was threatened, so that she was ready 

to despond and despair of the Divine mercy. 

In this state her grandmother did greatly 

comfort and support her; and when she 

would be in the great anguish, these two 

passages of the Holy Scriptures did occur 

to her, which gave ease and relief to her 

spirit—“That one day is as a thousand, and 

a thousand years as one day” 2 Pet. 3:8; 

“and when the wicked turneth away from 

his wickedness which he hath committed, 

and doeth what is lawful and right, he shall 

save his soul alive” Ezek. 18:27. However, 

the deep impression of this threatening 

remained on her spirit to the thirteenth year 

of her age.

When she was with her parents, her mother 

happened to be visited with a severe and 

long sickness, during which she continually 

attended to her, ministering to her in 

everything, and sitting up by her in the 

night to serve her; and seeing her mother 

so afflicted, and the apprehension of her 

death, and the solitary nights she spent in 

attending her, made her very thoughtful, so 

that she employed them much in reading 

the Scriptures and devout books, and 

came thereby to have a deep sense of her 

duty to God.

MarrIagE

In the sixteenth year of her age, she was 

married to the Hon. James Ogilvie, second 

son of the Earl of Findlater, who himself 

was created Earl of Seafield in the year 

1701. She entering into a married state so 

young, when she foresaw many difficulties, 

made her very thoughtful; and therefore 

she had recourse to God, and begged 

earnestly wisdom and direction from Him, 

who commands those that lack wisdom to 

ask of Him, and He will give it, who gives 

to all men liberally and upbraids none, and 

that she said she did afterwards upon all 

occasions in her difficulties; and that she 

found God was pleased wonderfully to 

direct her and bring her through them she 

knew not how.

Though her husband was for the most 

part always abroad, being employed in the 

public affairs [he was Secretary of State 

and later chancellor of Scotland], yet she 

kept still at home, being careful to educate 

and bring up her children in virtue and piety, 
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and to look well to the ways of household, 

and eat not the bread of idleness—a rare 

example for the ladies of this age. She was 

most careful to nip the first buds of any vice 

that appeared in her children, and so to pull 

them up by the roots. She still inculcated in 

them the heinousness of their disobedience 

to God, and their sinning against Him, and 

would not forgive them the offence they 

had done to her, till they had first earnestly 

begged pardon of God; and she made 

them still conceive that the reason of their 

duty to her, and their obedience to her 

commands, was because it was the will of 

God, and He commanded it. 

ChIldrEN

Her eldest son, when about five or six years 

of age, having learned from the servants 

to swear, and to take the name of God 

in vain, she chastised him severely for it, 

discharged him from keeping company 

with the servants, and wrought in him such 

a sense of the baseness and heinousness 

of that crime, that ever after he had a horror 

of it. at another time, about the eighth or 

ninth year of his age, she had given him 

a little money to carry to a beggar whom 

she saw at the gate; he was tempted by 

a boy of the same age with himself to go 

and buy figs with it, which coming to her 

ears, she laid before him the heinousness 

of the circumstance in the greatness of 

the theft he had committed in robbing the 

poor, the dreadfulness of the account he 

was to make at the last judgment for this 

uncharitableness, when we shall be judged 

by Jesus christ according to our charity, or 

our want of it, and so did inculcate upon 

him the thoughts of death and judgment, 

heaven and hell, as made him to tremble. 

She was most careful to suppress the least 

inclination to pride or self conceit in her 

children, and when she found them lifted 

up with self in anything, she would presently 

take occasion to humble them, and let them 

see their fault and imperfections in such a 

manner as to mortify their pride.

Though it was still her care to make no show 

of her devotion, and not to be seen of men, 

yet, for the most part, she constantly retired 

thrice a day for prayer and meditation on 

the Holy Scriptures, and in particular on the 

Lord’s Day in the afternoon, and frequently 

took in some of her children with her, 

keeping her child under her arm while she 

prayed with great devotion; and thereafter 

sitting down spoke seriously to the child of 

his duty to God, the obedience and love 

he owed to Him, the duty of depending 

upon Him and having recourse to Him by 

prayer upon all occasions, and particularly 

confessing and repenting of his sin before 

Him; and would reprove him mildly for any 

particular fault she thought he was guilty 

of, and recommend the particular duties he 

was to perform, and especially to employ 

the Lord’s Day in reading and meditating 

on the Holy Scriptures and in prayer; then 

she would dismiss the child to get by heart 

a portion of a Psalm, or some other part 

of the Holy Scriptures—and after she had 

ended her own devotions, she would call 

the child in and take an account of it. 
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dISCrETION  

aNd aCCOMplIShMENTS

about a twelvemonth after their marriage, 

they came to live with the Earl of Findlater, 

the Earl of Seafield’s father, where—the 

countess of Findlater being deceased—the 

whole care of his family was committed to 

this worthy young lady, in the management of 

which she discovered a wonderful prudence 

and discretion, far beyond what could be 

expected of a young lady of eighteen years 

of age. There were in the family, besides this 

young lady and her own husband, the Earl; 

his eldest son, Lord Deskford; the Earl’s 

two daughters, both of them older than 

this young lady; and a younger son; and 

these were of such different tempers and 

interests, and it was not easy to oblige one 

of them without disobliging another; and 

yet this young lady obtained their esteem 

and goodwill—avoiding all concern in their 

little quarrels and resentments.

The Earl of Seafield had been in public 

offices for several years, both at Edinburgh 

and at the court of London, before he 

obliged anna to leave her country house to 

come and live with him at the court and 

in the city. The ladies wondered how she 

still lived in the country; they concluded 

her Lord was ashamed to bring her to the 

court because of her rural breeding. They 

earnestly pressed him to bring her up, and 

they pleased themselves with the sport 

and divertissement they should have in the 

manners, speech and conversation, and 

Cullen House
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behaviour of a country girl, and how odd 

she should look when out of her element. 

anna knew not what it was to disobey her 

husband, as she was well pleased to live 

in the country so long as he saw it fit; so 

she made no scruple of his call to come to 

the city. 

Before she came to Edinburgh, she had 

never been in a town so remarkable as 

aberdeen, but so far was she from being 

affected with the novelty of things, that 

though the windows of her house opened 

to the High Street, yet she never once 

offered to look out of them. When the ladies 

and others came to visit her, they were 

surprised to find how much they had been 

mistaken in the opinion they had conceived 

of her, and that, instead of rural manners, 

they beheld a lady endued with all the 

valuable accomplishments of the breeding 

of a court and city, and tainted with none 

of their vices. Her behaviour towards others 

was obliging and civil, that never any who 

saw her thought her wanting in any respect 

due to them. She had none of the faults 

of the age, her behaviour in all things was 

perfectly modest and without affectation, 

and both in England and in Scotland, in the 

opinion of the most discerning persons, she 

obtained the character of one of the most 

accomplished ladies in Britain.

The Earl being engaged in the greatest 

offices of state, at a time when the 

discontents of the nation swelled to a great 

height, he became one of the chief butts of 

their displeasure, which is the ordinary fate 

of Ministers of State. anna on all occasions 

stood up for the honour and interest of her 

husband, and to vindicate him from the 

reproaches given him; and yet, nevertheless, 

retained also the goodwill and esteem of all, 

so that when a rabble arose in Edinburgh 

with respect to Darien1, and broke the glass 

windows and did other indignities to the 

houses which wanted illuminations, though 

there were none in the Earl of Seafield’s 

house, and though they were upon their 

march to commit insolences, yet, upon a 

suggestion made them that none was there 

but a virtuous lady, and that it would be 

ignominious to treat her indiscreetly, they 

turned their course another way.

SICkNESS aNd dEaTh

In the year 1708, her Lord, being then 

chancellor of Scotland, and about his 

return from court, desired her to meet 

him at Edinburgh. Three or four days 

previously, she was seized suddenly in her 

closet, employed in preparing to receive 

the Sacrament the next Lord’s Day at a 

neighbouring church, with a violent vomiting 

of blood which returned more than  once 

and brought her to the very gates of death. 

God was pleased to call her, not only by 

this sudden and unexpected stroke, but by 

sensible checks and motions of His Holy 

Spirit. 

anna was struck with a deep sense of God’s 

wonderful mercies to her, and her abuse of 

them. She had before her the prospect of 

death and eternity, and felt how unfit she was 

to enter into it, upon the review of her whole 
Cullen House
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life, though she was not guilty of a heinous 

crime which even the world account to be 

such, yet she found she had been seeking 

herself and her own reputation before God, 

and saw what a difference there is between 

true virtue that is founded upon true 

humility and the sincere love of God, and 

is the work of His grace and Spirit, and that 

which is only the effect of self love, she was 

struck with a deep remorse that in all things 

she had thought of herself more than God, 

and by ardent prayer implored His mercy 

for Jesus christ’s sake; and whilst she was 

in the extremity of weakness by reason of 

the violence of her disease, she caused 

her eldest daughter to read to her the 5th 

chapter of Matthew and made so excellent 

a discourse on the eight beatitudes therein 

contained, that it struck with astonishment, 

greatly affected and left a deep impression 

on the spirits of all who were present. 

She devoted herself wholly to God, and 

begged earnestly, if it be His holy will, that 

He would be pleased to spare her yet a little 

while, even but for one year more. The Lord 

heard her prayer and beyond the expectation 

of all, she was restored to health, and had 

the lease she desired granted her, so that 

her soul was full of devotion and adoration; 

and in this Divine frame and disposition of 

spirit she wrote meditations on the Lord’s 

prayer, which always when she prayed 

served to influence her devotion.

1 The disastrous scheme to found a colony in central 
america, which cost many investors their life-savings and 
bankrupted the Scottish economy.
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OuR FAtheR whiCh ARt in 
heAven

O how good and how merciful art Thou 

that vouchsafest to allow and teach men to 

call Thee father, but hast promised to show 

mercy as the most tenderhearted father 

sheweth to his dearest and only son, even 

to the most obedient children. Poor man 

is by nature in rebellion against Thee and 

yet Thou art a Father to him. Thou sendest 

rain on the just and the unjust; but Thy care 

is much greater towards their souls. Thou 

clothest Thyself with our humanity, and by 

Thy example and sufferings hast taught us 

the way to heaven, where Thou art. Thou 

desirest but faith and obedience and Thou 

wilt give us a room in Thy immortal kingdom 

where all that love and honour Thee shall 

be most glorious for ever. There is no 

falling away there, there is no fear of being 

overcome by the flesh, the world and the 

Devil, which are the grand enemies of Thy 

children; there can be no corruption there 

where Thou art immediately and where Thy 

perfections do shine with so much light and 

brightness, for there is no sun or moon or 

stars there, for He that sits on the Throne 

and the Lamb of God do give light day 

and night in the heavenly Jerusalem; there 

all tears are done away with; there is no 

grief nor fear, no sins, clouds nor darkness 

because holy, holy, Lord God almighty Thou 

art there, which makest heaven and earth. 

hAllOwed be thy nAMe

Blessing and praise and dominion for 

ever to Him that sits upon the Throne. Let 

all that is within me praise Thee, for Thy 

mercy endureth for ever. Peace on earth 

and goodwill towards men. O let all my 

affections bless Thee, let all my thoughts 

bless Thee, let all the faculties of my soul 

magnify Thee; let all the members of my 

body be bent to do Thy will, for Thou art 

blessed, and blessed are all those who 

exercise themselves in hallowing Thee, and 

set their heart to do Thy will, and bless Thee 

by all their actions.

thy kingdOM COMe

O holy Lord God come Thou and rule in my 

heart, be my king and establish to Thyself 

a throne in my affection, and govern my 

will that I may be a most obedient subject 

unto Thee. O hasten the day when all knees 

Meditations on 
the Lord’s Prayer
The Countess of Seafield
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shall bow before Thee and all tongues shall 

confess Thy name; when the Gospel shall 

shine gloriously and Jew and Gentile shall in 

their heart and in practice acknowledge the 

Messiah and turn their affections towards 

the Great and Mighty God. O how easy 

and benign is Thy government and how 

willing shall Thy people be in the day of Thy 

power.

thy will be dOne in eARth AS 
it iS in heAven

This seems to be the effect of Thy 

government. In that, Lord, Thy providence 

ever governs and Thy will will punish those 

that give not themselves and their will unto 

Thee. Let thy will be done in and with me 

and all that is mine. O pull down every 

thought that raises itself in disobedience 

unto Thee, and every base imagination, 

that Thy will may be obeyed, not only in me 

but in all the earth. Give Thy enlightening 

Spirit that Thy will may be known, and that 

it may dissipate the thick clouds of iniquity 

or that darkness which goes betwixt Thee 

and us, and let not the world say they do 

Thy will, but let them put Thy revealed will in 

practice, which is obedience to the Gospel 

precepts. 

Lord, let me no longer satisfy myself with 

praying Thy will be done, but by an actual 

giving up of myself to be guided by Thy 

revealed will and by submission to Thy 

secret providential will, to follow Thee in 

all Thy steps; and I know Thy goodness is 

such that if I could do so really Thou would 

let me hear a voice desiring to keep from 

the right hand or the left, and would let 

me go in at the strait gate, and keep me 

from all damnable errors. Lord, teach me 

to open the gates of Thy will that Thou may 

govern it. Lord, I cannot do this of myself, 

Thou must give this will and gently incline it 

to come to its first owner.

give uS thiS dAy OuR dAily 
bReAd

O God, how good Thou hast been to me 

that hast given me always bread in great 

plenty, and not only given me food to eat, 

but has made me steward of a great deal 

of good things for the body; but, O God, 

how ill have I answered that trust. I have 

not clothed the naked or fed the hungry, my 

time I have not stewarded aright, for I have 

not visited them in prison or when sick. O if 

I have done wickedly or slothfully, let me do 

so no more, but help me take pains to find 

out the naked and the hungry.

But this petition includes more than bodily 

food. Lord God, let the Gospel go forth 

with purity throughout the whole world, and 

make it bread to the souls of all, that they 

may hunger and thirst after righteousness 

and run the way of Thy Law with delight; 

for no more can our souls live without 

spiritual food than our bodies subsist 

without nourishment. Lord Jesus Thou art 

the bread of life; give me that bread which 

shall feed me to life everlasting, and grant 

that, as certainly as I cannot live without a 

dependence on Thee, so I may never desire 
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to live without Thee, but that the eyes of 

my soul may be always looking towards 

Thee. O that I were but a doorkeeper in the 

house of my God, that I could but seek my 

beloved, that I could but wait for Him as 

He has directed me in His Ordinances to 

inward waiting. O that I could give my heart 

entirely to Him, and when His blessed time 

comes, He will manifest Himself and He 

shall be mine, He who is the Bread of Life.

FORgive uS OuR SinS, AS we 
FORgive thOSe thAt Sin 
AgAinSt uS

Holy Lord God, forgive and pardon my sins, 

which are great and many, and give me 

strength to forsake sin, and turn unto Thee. 

I have often rebelled and broken many 

promises of obedience to Thee, yet I believe 

the door of mercy is not yet shut; give me a 

heart to forgive all the sins that have been 

done against me by any, and I do by Thy 

grace forgive them that have done me any 

injury; and if in any corner of my heart there 

be anything lurking that is contrary to this 

petition, Lord God put it out, and give me 

strength to fight and overcome it.

O Lord God Thy mercy so transcends man’s, 

which makes me hope Thou wilt forgive me, 

and do more abundantly than I can ask. I 

have found passions so oft to arise in my 

heart against those who have done me but 

an imaginary evil; O Lord Jesus grant that 

my passions may be subdued to Thee; and 

all my revenge and anger may be against 

sin; that I may strive, through Thy strength, 

to root it out of my heart; that I may be 

declared enemy to the world, the devil and 

the flesh, whom I renounced in my baptism. 

I have declared war often against them in 

my vows which I have made to Thee. 

leAd uS nOt intO teMptAtiOn, 
but deliveR uS FROM evil

Good and Holy Father, had it not been 

for Thy preventing grace, I had fallen into 

much evil and sin, and many troubles and 

temptations had overcome me, but Thy 

preventing grace kept me from falling into 

any outbreaking or scandalous sins. O 

deliver me from hastiness, from forgetfulness 

of Thee, from misbelieve, from presumption 

and pride, self love and self conceit, and 

vain glory. O keep me from relying on 
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anything save christ and Him crucified, 

and on Thy abounding grace. O keep me 

from covetousness, which is idolatry, take 

away my hardness and stupidity of heart, 

possess my soul and fill my affections. O 

Lord God, lead me in the way of Truth or 

I shall fall and go out of the way. If Thou 

think fit, keep me from temptation or give 

me strength to overcome it that though I 

cannot walk or run, I may at least travel in 

my Saviour’s path by forsaking sin for Him 

who left His Father’s bosom to obtain mercy 

and redemption for all that would follow Him 

and accept of Him in His Gospel terms.

FOR thine iS the kingdOM, 
And the pOweR, And the 
glORy FOR eveR And eveR. 
AMen

O Lord Thou art from eternity to eternity. 

To Thee belongs all power. Thou art King 

of Kings but Thou hast committed all 

judgement to the Son, and put all things 

under His feet. O who can fathom the 

length and deepness of this goodness to 

man, that the King should become obedient 

to His rebellious people; should become 

subject to hunger and thirst and such like 
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weakness of nature; should pay tribute to 

caesar; should be hunted up and down, 

not having where to lay His head, and all 

this to make men heirs of glory, and that 

He might obtain a crown for those nations 

that persecuted Him, and that did not know 

Him, that by His merits, mediation, and 

death and sufferings, He should reconcile 

the Father in His blood to fallen man, and 

obtain forgiveness and pardon of sins to all 

that should lay hold on Him. 

When He had finished His work on earth, He 

ascended up on high to intercede in heaven 

for man, and to rule His church where He 

is King. O holy Lord Jesus be King in my 

heart and my will, and let no idol or any 

other thing take Thy kingdom from Thee, 

but do Thou rule in the hearts of men, for 

Thou hast purchased them by Thy blood, 

and whatever takes the hearts or souls of 

men from Thee is a usurper, and if they will 

not consent that Thou rule them by Thy 

Holy Spirit, Thou wilt rule them with a rod 

or iron, for none can take Thy power from 

Thee, which Thy Father hath given Thee, for 

Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for now and evermore. aMEn.                         
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TESTIMONY 
OF A 

FORMER ROMAN 
CATHOLIC

Joe Macphee

Mr Macphee was brought up a Roman Catholic in Barra. Here 

he relates his conversion to Christ.

I was born in the Hebridean island of Barra, one of a family of nine 

children.  Barra is predominantly roman catholic and like other 

families, the church was very much a part of our upbringing.  We 

were brought up to follow the church very strictly and to attend 

Mass on a Sunday as well as the other Holy Days of Obligation.  

My father, who was in the merchant navy, died in 1967 and my 

mother was left with nine very young children to attend to.  It was 

a hard upbringing but a happy one.

 I, like my three elder brothers before me, was an altar 

boy and took great pride in preparing the altar before the service 

and attending to the priest during the Mass.  Our priest at the time 

always insisted I would enter the priesthood—it was considered a 

great honour for a family if that happened.

  Due to family circumstances, part of my primary school 

education was spent in a convent School in ayrshire, followed 

by two years of secondary education at Bearwood college, a 

merchant navy school, near Wokingham, Berkshire. 

 I  came back to Barra aged 14 to continue my secondary 
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education.  as I grew older my attitude changed a bit towards 

the church, especially towards confession and communion.  We 

were always encouraged by my dear mother to go to confession 

regularly—at least once a month initially and, as we grew older 

and more independent and less inclined to go, at least before 

christmas and Easter.  

 It was during one of those times that I really began to 

question the point of going to confession.  My brothers and I were 

sitting in church one Saturday evening waiting for the priest.  He 

was late, having come from another parish.  On seeing the crowd 

gathered and the time it would take to hear all these confessions, 

he simply absolved everybody with a prayer and a wave of his 

hand!  This really hit me—what was the point of all of this?  How 

could one man have the authority to do this? 

 I also recall being offended by seeing people who had 

just been in the local pub on christmas Eve taking communion 

at midnight mass.  How could they take this when they were so 

unworthy?  I had a strong sense of my own unworthiness back 

then, but didn’t really understand or know what to do about it.

 I spent the last two years of secondary education, 1979 

– 1981, in Stornoway, Isle of Lewis.  Stornoway is very different to 

Barra, being predominantly Protestant.  I didn’t relish the prospect 

because as far as I was concerned this was the land of the ‘Wee 

Frees’ and they were anti-roman catholic.  I have to admit to 

really hating two men in particular at the time – rev angus Smith 

and rev Ian Paisley – because of my perception that they hated 

roman catholics!  

 It was also the first time I had come in contact with 

‘christians’ or people who had been ‘saved’ or ‘born again’. 

These terms were alien to me.  I always tried to attend Mass on 

Sundays and on the way back to the hostel, would sometimes 

sneak over to the Free Presbyterian church to spy on them!  

 Sabbath observance was also new to me and to the 

other boys from the Southern Isles.  While we were expected 

to respect the Lord’s day, it wasn’t always easy.  One Sunday 

afternoon we decided to defy the rules and set about organising 
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a football match at a local park which was just beside the main 

road into Stornoway.  This caused a great fuss, but I will never 

forget one old lady who came on to the pitch during the game.  

With tears streaming down her cheeks, she approached me and 

pleaded with me to stop the game as this was an offence to christ 

and His day.  She was prepared to chain herself to the goal posts if 

we didn’t stop!  as you can imagine, we were severely disciplined 

following the incident.  But I never forgot the old woman and her 

witness.

 However, in God’s perfect and mysterious providence, I 

came back to Lewis at the end of 1987 following a successful job 

interview.  It was strange being back in Stornoway because I had 

vowed while I was in secondary school never to come back!  In 

truth, the job interview was only an excuse to follow a young lady 

to try to persuade her that our relationship could work despite 

the fact that she was a christian and me a fiercely proud roman 

catholic!

 That young lady was Maighread.  We had started courting 

in 1984 in Skye where we both attended the Gaelic college, Sabhal 

Mor Ostaig.  We used to discuss religion now and again—I thought 

I was right and she always said the Bible was the only authority.  It 

was God’s revelation, his voice and therefore anything that wasn’t 

found there couldn’t be true.  However, after becoming a christian 

in the summer of 1987, Maighread’s life changed and so did 

her relationship with me.  This really just added to the significant 

burden I was bearing at the time—another burden to add to what 

was becoming my ‘annus horribilis’.  I was working in Skye but 

not really enjoying my work.  I was very unhappy with myself and 

was questioning everything about life, about the world and about 

why things happen.  I had two very bad car crashes within six 

weeks of each other and couldn’t understand why.  To then be 

told by Maighread that we could no longer continue to see each 

other because she was a christian and I was not, was very hard 

to bear.

 So, not one to give up easily, my first task in Stornoway 
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was to try to persuade her that we could be compatible; it had 

to be possible somehow?  But she would never compromise 

the Bible and the truth of God’s word.  The Bible was becoming 

the barrier and I had no answer, despite having gone to the local 

priest for help and having read a number of books on roman 

catholicism.  In fact I was shocked at how little I knew about my 

own religion.  

 In early 1988 I was beginning to notice things about the 

creation—it was suddenly becoming so beautiful that it would 

bring tears to my eyes.  Why?  More questions and no answers.  

In the Lord’s providence I was directed to purchase a house in 

an area surrounded by christians, who witnessed of their faith 

in christ.  Some of the stories they would tell me I would initially 

dismiss as lies but gradually I found myself believing them and in a 

strange way wanting to hear more and to have what these people 

had.  But I was still asking why and still no answers.

 I decided, mainly out of curiosity, to find out what this 

Bible was all about.  What was this thing about being saved?  How 

could it happen?  It definitely couldn’t happen to me, the proud 

roman catholic from Barra, or could it?  So I started going to 

the Free church to hear the late rev Murdo alex MacLeod.  The 

thought of going to the ‘Wee Frees’ church was daunting.  But 

instead the Lord showed me the truth about myself, that I was 

a sinner, that sin was the cause of all the problems in the world 

and in my life!  I was fighting the thoughts and feelings that were 

now invading my mind and capturing my heart and I tried to run 

away by seeking refuge back in the roman catholic church, by 

socialising more, or by just trying to ignore it.  

 I recall one incident when a man appeared at my office 

one afternoon and wanted to see me.  I went to speak to him and 

the first thing he said was, “I hear you’re interested in the Gospel?”  

I wanted to say definitely not, but couldn’t!  He proceeded to tell 

me about his own, his wife’s and his daughter-in-law’s conversion!  

His daughter-in-law had been a roman catholic!  He kindly invited 

me to his home to meet her and hear her story.  One voice in my 

head was saying impossible, how could she, I’ll go and bring her 
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back to the true church.  The other was saying, go and hear.  I 

went and heard a wonderful testimony of the Lord’s salvation and 

blessing in that girl’s life.

 But what really made all the difference?  I believe that 

for me, it was my relationship to the Bible.  To me it had been a 

Protestant book, a closed book which I had come to hate because 

it had affected my relationship with the woman I loved.  But now 

I understood and believed that the Bible was the Word of God, 

God’s voice to the world and to me!  I came to the point where if 

something wasn’t in the Bible then it couldn’t be true because God 

hadn’t spoken it. 

 My mind was in turmoil.  Everything I had been brought up 

to believe began to crumble.  I began to question everything: Where 

did the Bible speak of worshipping Mary?  Why was the Magnificat 

different in the Bible to what I had learned as a young child?  How 

could the Pope assume all this authority when christ alone is Head 

and Lord of the church?  The mass, purgatory, praying for the 

dead—why does the Bible not speak of these things? 

 as a result I could no longer go to the roman catholic 

church.  There was nothing there for my soul, no truth!  I now had 

a tremendous thirst for the truth but I was so ignorant.  I needed 

to know how I could be saved.  The text in Matthew 11:28, “come 

unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden  and I will give you 

rest....”, will always be my favourite because one Lord’s Day morning 

during the sermon, I knew that Jesus was speaking directly to me 

as if no-one else were present.  I will never forget that day.  I heard 

Jesus speaking to me, personally and powerfully and taking away 

the burden of my sin.  It was so sweet.  

 I now had a greater desire to hear more about this great 

Saviour and his death on the cross to save me.  I went to the 

midweek prayer meeting shortly after that.  I wasn’t sure what 

to expect but I was amazed at the simplicity of the worship.  It 

confirmed a growing conviction that this was the way God ordained 

for sinners to worship him.  I professed my faith publicly in august 

1989 and still have that same conviction.  
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 and what about Maighread?  My story is in every respect 

a love story.  not only did Jesus love me and give Himself for me, 

but He also allowed Maighread and I to be re-united again.  We 

were married in September 1989 and He has blessed our marriage 

with five fine sons. 

            now, over 20 years later, I praise the Lord for His salvation.  

He found me and saved me and changed me.  He is still doing things 

in my life and, praise Him, in the lives of my family.  My testimony is 

His doing and it is still wondrous to me.  (Psalm 118:23)

Isle of Barra



18 The Bulwark

The following extract appeared in the 

Bulwark under ‘Notes of the Month’ in 

October 1922 (pp.104-5). Our attention 

was drawn to it by someone in america 

who requested a copy, and we found 

that he was not the first person to do so. 

The editor of the Bulwark at the time was 

rev a. C. gregg, greenock.

“I aM gOd ON ThE EarTh”

A friend in Rome sends us the following, 

for the truth of which he can absolutely 

vouch: 

“Those who have difficulty in believing 

the full extent of the papal claim may 

lay the following to heart. Eastertide is a 

time when multitudes of Roman Catholic 

children make their first Communion. This 

year many of them, through those priests 

who had prepared them for Communion, 

requested to be received in audience 

by Pius XI. The request was granted, 

and 30th April was fixed for the great 

event. One who was present describes 

the function as follows: ‘We passed into 

the Vatican precincts at 11 o’clock amid 

a throng of priests, nuns, and boys and 

girls who had made their first Communion 

the week previous in the various churches 

Astonishing Extract 
from the Bulwark 
of 1922
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of Rome. From 11 to 12.30 we were 

marched through several magnificent 

halls, and finally ordered in close files 

behind a cordon of the Swiss Guard in the 

Throne Room. At last all was in readiness, 

and preceded by members of the Noble 

Guard, flanked by Cardinals, and followed 

by a crowd of Bishops, the Pope arrived. 

All fell on their knees and listened to the 

words which Pius XI addressed to them as 

he stood on the steps of the Throne. In a 

monotonous voice, and with an expression 

of great haughtiness, he spoke almost as 

follows: “You have requested the honour, 

boys and girls, of being received in the 

Vatican on the occasion of making your 

first Communion, by me who am the 

Holy Father. This your request is a proof 

of the depth of your religious sentiments. 

You know that I am the Holy Father, the 

representative of God on the earth, the 

Vicar of Christ, which means that I am God 

on the earth. You have desired to have 

my benediction: God Himself through me 

imparts it to you. You know those great 

churches, St John Lateran and St Peter’s, 

which are in Rome, the Eternal City, the city 

that is ours. To-day you find yourselves in 

the Vatican, and you must ever remember 

this day as one of the most beautiful in 

your lives. I impart the benediction to 

you and to your families.” Having spoken 

thus, the Pope passed slowly down 

our ranks, imparting the benediction, 

while the priests who followed behind 

him kissed the hem of his purple robe. 

Finally, he left the Throne Room with the 

same ceremonial which had attended his 

entrance. The impression that remained 

with one was that of boundless pride 

and a sad ineptitude to find any thoughts 

worthy of such an occasion.’” 

Electronic Petition to Retain the Act of 
Settlement 1701

With proposals announced to modify the English act of Settlement of 1701

an electronic petition to retain the act of Settlement has been

set up by Mr Mark cotterell, a lawyer in Liverpool. The petition

is entitled ‘retain The act of Settlement 1701’ and the link is:

http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/21216

We would strongly encourage Bulwark readers to sign this petition.
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AdviCe tO univeRSity StudentS
RObeRt ROllOCk

But first he exhorted them, with the greatest 

solemnity, regarding the duties that devolved 

on them. He reminded them with how much 

diligence and solicitude he had watched 

over their welfare,—with what seriousness 

he had always prepared their minds for that 

other life which is immortal,—that life to 

which he had brought them to direct all the 

thoughts of this present fleeting existence, 

all their studies, even those of polite 

literature, all their actions; how seriously he 

had endeavoured that each day they should 

more and more be possessed of some 

feeling of that life, in order that, allured by 

the foretaste of future bliss and glory, they 

might sighing await the fullness of joy, even 

the adoption and redemption of their body. 

He commended to them, at the same time, 

the arts, the sciences, and the employments 

appertaining to this world, and demanded 

of them that they should immediately enter 

on some fixed line of life, which should be 

praiseworthy and honourable, and in which 

they might advance the interests of either the 

Church or the State. But so that they should 

always remember the advice of Paul, and 

because the time to come is short, that they 

should use this world as not abusing it; in 

which, he told them, that Paul has permitted 

attention to all things appertaining to this life, 

but only in such a manner, that while they 

are engaged in them, they should have their 

citizenship in the heavens; in other words, 

that while their bodies were exercised about 

earthly things their affections should be 

above, earnestly beholding God, his will and 

glory, and looking for the coming thence of 

our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who 

shall transform our vile bodies to be like his 

own glorious body. 

He protested that he had always regarded 

as worthy of abhorrence that profane and 

godless race which looked to themselves 

rather than to God—a race to whose 

destruction all the blessings of this life will 

turn. And lastly, he concluded his discourse 

with a serious exhortation to piety and 

holiness of life, and to perseverance in that 

true and pure religion, the truths of which 

they had learned, and in which they had 

been brought up from their childhood.

Robert Rollock (c.1555-1599) was the first Principal of Edinburgh University. Among the 
students who studied under him were Charles Ferme, David Calderwood, and Robert 
Boyd of Trochrig.  Here is an account of the advice that he used to give them before 
they graduated—advice equally relevant today to university students from a Christian 
background.
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dear dr Smellie,

So far as I know, there is no portrait 

of James Melville in existence; and 

only one of his uncle andrew, and 

the authenticity of the latter I cannot 

guarantee. It is included in a quarto 

volume entitled Witnesses for the Truth 

which was published in 1843, and which 

was said to have been edited by dr 

andrew Bonar. Unfortunately the editor 

does not say where he obtained the 

portrait. You remember the passage in 

James Melville’s diary in which he tells 

that he was very like his uncle andrew. a 

reliable portrait of either might therefore 

have done for both.

 There are two editions of the 

Witnesses for the Truth, one on large 

paper, and the other on small. In the 

latter there are illustrations in the text but 

no plates. The portrait of Melville is one 

of the full-page plates in the large paper 

edition. I think that I have a reproduction 

of the portrait, and will send it to you if I 

can lay hands on it.

With kind regards, yours very truly

d. hay Fleming

p.S. I have looked up the portrait in 
hewison [on The Covenanters] vol.1 
p.164, and find that it is reduced from 
Witnesses for the Truth.

Hay Fleming on a picture 
of Andrew Melville

The following letter, dated 15th November 1910, was sent by david hay Fleming 

to rev alexander Smellie of Carluke, author of Men of the Covenant. The letter was 

written on black-edged paper, presumably because hay Fleming’s wife had died 

the previous year. Smellie had been enquiring about a portrait of James Melville. It 

would be interesting to know more about the portrait of andrew Melville (reproduced 

on the front cover of this issue) to which hay Fleming refers. If authentic, it shows 

something of the determination and fieriness of Melville’s character. 
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A Protestant acquaintance of the editor’s 

recently had the unfortunate experience of 

being the reluctant spectator of a requiem 

mass. His elderly friend, born a Roman 

Catholic but long since lapsed, had died, 

and he wished to attend the funeral. 

Knowing the antecedents of his friend, 

he was careful to check with the family 

that the service would not involve a mass, 

and he had received an assurance to this 

end. His dismay can be imagined when 

he entered the church and was handed 

an order of service announcing a requiem 

mass. Evidently the priest had got round 

the family, or had misled them in the first 

place. Probably my acquaintance should 

have turned and left the church at this 

point, but the social pressures on these 

occasions can be very great. As a result 

of his attendance, he was able to see 

for himself the priest’s brazen effrontery 

and to hear the doctrine that the Church 

Requiem Mass 
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of Rome sets before people on such 

occasions.

The service began with the arrival of the 

priest, bringing with him a ‘conjuring kit’ 

consisting of a crucifix, two candles, and 

a small folding altarpiece with the picture 

of the Virgin Mary. Being a Protestant 

place of worship, the church was 

deficient in these respects. The crucifix 

and other items were duly laid out on the 

table. Whether they were essential for the 

‘miracle’ about to be performed, we do 

not know. 

My acquaintance is a bit hazy about the 

subsequent course of the service but he 

noted the following points. The deceased 

was declared to have been one of God’s 

children by virtue of baptism ‘into the 

Church’ (which clearly meant the Church 

of Rome) in infancy. The fact that the 

deceased had not attended Roman 

Catholic worship for at least forty years 
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was ignored. The unstated implication 

was that all, essentially, was well with 

the deceased’s soul; but that the prayers 

being made for the dead, and the mass 

about to be performed, would all help 

the deceased’s soul on the journey to 

heaven. 

Prayer was made for ‘the Church’, which 

once again clearly meant the Church of 

Rome, although this was not specified.  

The prayer was for ‘the Church, for 

the Pope, and for the local Roman 

Catholic bishop’. The ecumenism was 

entirely on the side of the congregation, 

and the priest, though all charm and 

smiles, made no concessions at all to 

Protestantism. Once the elements had 

been ‘transubstantiated’ (if the miracle 

worked), those who were ‘members of the 

Church’ were invited to come forward and 

have a wafer, while those who were not 

‘members of the Church’ could come up 

for a ‘blessing’ if they liked. Approximately 

seven out of the sixty people present took 

the wafer but none opted for the blessing. 

The priest, who had taken a modest 

drink from the cup before distributing the 

wafers, then proceeded to swallow the 

remaining wine, not offering a drop to 

anyone else, after which he made a great 

fuss of polishing the cup with a cloth—

‘like a barman drying a glass’.  This more 

or less concluded the service.

One member of the congregation, not 

noted for his Protestant convictions, 

commented on the performance: ‘Well, it 

was certainly a revelation to see that.’
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keeping Roman Catholic bishops in Check
In his blog for 15th October, ‘archbishop cranmer’ draws 

attention to the way that roman catholic parents at the 

cardinal Vaughan Memorial School in West London have 

benefitted from British Protestantism. The school is a 

popular and successful roman catholic comprehensive 

and has been the subject of ongoing conflicts between the 

parents and the roman catholic Diocese of Westminster. 

The parents wish to preserve the strong ‘catholic’ ethos 

of the school, while the Diocesan educational bureaucrats, 

amazingly, wish to water it down. Disputes between the two 

sides have got as far as the courts. 

The latest turn involved the appointment of a new headmaster, 

with the Diocese seeing this as a perfect opportunity to 

neutralize the power of the parental governors. The protest 

of the parents was so loud that it reached the ears of Michael 

Gove, the Education Secretary, who threatened to use his 

powers of investigation under the 1996 Education act, and 

telephoned nicholas Vincent, archbishop of Westminster, to 

this effect. Within two days, the headmaster wanted by the 

parents had been appointed.

‘archbishop cranmer’ comments: ‘Is it not glorious that 

religious liberty in education is upheld for roman catholic 

parents with an appeal to the Protestant instinct to heed the 

wisdom of the laity? … What might have been the outcome 

NEWS
AND
COMMENTS
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of this case had the Secretary of State for Education 

been a roman catholic loyal to his church’s education 

bureaucrats and a very good friend of the archbishop of 

Westminster?’

Whether the appointment of this new headmaster 

is desirable from a Protestant point of view is far 

from certain, but ‘archbishop cranmer’ is making an 

important point. roman catholic politicians, if they have 

any loyalty to their church, are likely to be under the 

thumb of the Bishops, and roman catholic Bishops do 

not have a reputation as an honourable and trustworthy 

group of men. The less influence they have in Britain, 

the better. 

The Prime Minister is seeking to repeal the act of 

Settlement and allowing the British monarchs to marry 

a roman catholic. But a monarch who was weak 

enough to marry a roman catholic would allow the 

children to be brought up as roman catholic, and the 

next generation would see a roman catholic monarch. 

Does the Prime Minister know what the last roman 

catholic monarch of Britain was like, and why there was 

a ‘Glorious revolution’ in 1689? 

romanism modifies its doctrines, to some extent, to 

suit the mood of the time, but the essence of it remains 

unchanged. It is a system of false christianity which 

allows grossly irreligious and corrupt men to get into 

positions of political power through the church—cardinal 

Beaton in Scotland being a prime example. Does Britain 

really want to return to that yoke of bondage in which 

unelected and ungodly roman catholic prelates, under 

the influence of the Pope, have a large hand in governing 

the country?

New Society publication, 
‘Trembling for the Ark’ by

James W. Campbell: see p.28
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Report on AgM
The annual meetings of the Scottish 

reformation Society took place on Saturday 

1st October in the recently acquired building 

of the Free church of Scotland (continuing) 

in Edinburgh. Business commenced with 

the aGM.  after opening remarks by the 

chairman, the Treasurer, the rev andrew 

coghill, presented the Financial accounts 

for 2010. He reported on how the financial 

situation had improved over the year 

although there was still a deficit.  The 

chairman expressed the indebtedness of 

the committee to Mr coghill for the way he 

had transformed the management of the 

finances and to Mrs coghill for all she had 

done as assistant treasurer and subscription 

secretary. The Secretary, Dr Somerset, then 

gave a review of the various matters dealt 

with by the committee during 2010 and 

outlined the plans for publications. 

The first public session was addressed by 

rev Maurice roberts on ‘The influence of the 

Word of God on the Scottish reformation’. 

He outlined the state of the roman church 

before the reformation and went on to speak 

of some of the early influences for change, 

such as Luther’s writings, the ‘Gude and 

Godlie Ballates’ and the sympathy roused by 

persecution.  It was an offence to possess 

a copy of the Scriptures. However a hunger 

for the Word of God resulted in a change in 

the law and after several earlier translations 

the Geneva Bible of 1560 became a powerful 

influence for further reformation.

In the afternoon session rev Trevor Kirkland 

spoke about ‘The Development of the 

authorised Version’. He showed how the aV 

was the climax of the Bible translations that 

began with John Wycliffe. The version was 

produced by the cream of English scholarship. 

The rules that governed the translation 

ensured that it was based on conservative 

Protestant principles. He outlined the 

benefits to the church and nation.  a people 

became soaked in the Word of God. He 

concluded with the effects of the demise of 

the aV. The loss of a common Bible led to the 

fragmentation of the church, a weakening in 

its authority and the production of an illiterate 

generation of christians.

Thanks were expressed to the Fcc 

congregation for the use of the building and 

the provision of refreshments. a message 

of goodwill was sent to Mr James Dickson, 

former Secretary/Treasurer, who had been ill 

for several months.    

    JJM

Resignation of treasurer from 
Church of Scotland
Most readers of the Bulwark will already know 

that the Society’s Treasurer, rev andrew 

coghill has resigned his charge as church 

of Scotland minister, Leurbost, on account 

of the General assembly decision regarding 

homosexuality. as a result he has had to 

Society News
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vacate the manse, and his new address for the 

present is: Millhouse, 53a Garrabost, Point, 

Isle of Lewis, HS2 0PF. correspondence 

should be sent to this address, but anything 

sent to the Magdalen chapel or to his old 

address will be forwarded to him (DV).

publications
The Society has now published Trembling 

for the Ark: James Begg and the Free 

Church of Scotland by James W. campbell. 

Mr campbell is a minister in the Orthodox 

Presbyterian church in america. This short 

book, which is based on Mr campbell’s 

M. Th thesis at Westminster Theological 

Seminary in 1980, is the first item to appear 

in the Society’s new academic Series 

of publications. The subjects dealt with 

include Begg’s involvement in the Voluntary 

controversy 1863-1873, Begg’s opposition 

to romanism in Scotland, and Begg’s work 

on social problems in Scotland, especially in 

trying to arrange housing for the poor. The 

present writer found this last aspect of his 

work particularly interesting.  It is striking to 

think of Begg going from his work among the 

poor to the General assembly where he was 

abused for being old-fashioned, obscurantist, 

and an obstacle to progress, by men who 

had not done a tenth of what he had for the 

bodies and souls of poor people in Scotland. 

Parallels with the present day are not hard 

to find.

at the time of going to press, the Society is 

on the brink of publishing Samuel Rutherford: 

An Introduction to His Theology edited by 

Matthew Vogan, another item in the academic 

Series. This consists of a collection of essays 

on rutherford by nine British, Irish, american, 

and Korean writers. The subjects covered 

include rutherford’s writings on Practical 

theology, covenant theology, Ecclesiastical 

theology, and Political theology. Substantial 

extracts from some of rutherford’s rare 

publications are also given. Probably the 

section of most interest to Bulwark readers 

is the last part which discusses rutherford’s 

views on the successes and failures of the 

covenanted Work of reformation up to the 

time of his death in 1661. This concludes 

with his Testimony to the Covenanted Work 

of Reformation in Britain and Ireland, written 

just twelve days before he died.

Both publications are available from the 

Treasurer or can be ordered directly from 

the Lulu website www.lulu.com. The prices 

(including postage) are £7.95 for Trembling for 

the Ark and £10.95 for Samuel Rutherford.

In addition, the second volume of the 

Society’s Historical Journal is in preparation 

and should be ready by the new year (DV). 

Subjects covered include robert Bruce in 

Inverness; Scottish Psalmody in the Second 

reformation Period; alexander Shields; 

the Writings of the apostle of the north; 

robert Shanks of Buckie; Professor James 

Macgregor and the robertson Smith case; 

resistance to the 1892 Declaratory act in 

argyllshire; and the chisholmites of achmore. 

Once again, copies should be available either 

from the Treasurer or from the Lulu website. 

The expected price (including postage) is 

about £10.
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Aberdeen
Meetings are on Fridays in the Dunbar St 

Hall, Old aberdeen, aB24 1UU at 7.30 pm 

(DV).

24th February 2012, ‘Dr Kidd of aberdeen’, 

John Smith (aberdeen)

23rd March, ‘alexander cruden’, rev John 

Macleod (Portmahomack)

inverness
Meetings are on Mondays in the Inverness 

royal academy, culduthel road, Inverness 

at 7.30 pm (DV).

23rd January 2012, ‘revival in Skye –

1812’, rev John Keddie

20th February, ‘The Influence of the Word

of God on the reformation’, rev Maurice

roberts

19th March, ‘Disruption Principles’, rev

David campbell

lewis
Meetings are on Fridays in the nicolson 

Institute, Stornoway at 7.30 pm (DV)

9th December, ‘The Directory for the 

Public Worship of God’, rev Graeme craig 

(Stornoway Fcc)

10th February 2012, ‘James Durham and 

the Free Offer of the Gospel’, Mr Donald 

John Maclean

2nd March, ‘The Geneva Bible and the 

authorised Version - a comparison’, Mr 

Matthew Vogan

Branch
News
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MeMbership & bulwark subscriptions
all correspondence regarding Membership and Bulwark subscriptions should be sent to the Membership Secretary, 
Mrs Deborah coghill, Millhouse, 53a Garrabost, Point, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0PF.

The subscription is £7 per annum for membership of the Society and £8 per annum for the Bulwark. Membership 
forms can be obtained from the Membership Secretary, or the Magdalen chapel, or downloaded from the internet:

www.scottishreformationsociety.org.uk/downloads/SrS_Membership_Form.pdf
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